
If you have a smartphone, you haveprobably used apps to get the weath-
er, music and games. Now, similar
apps have come to your desktop com-

puter.
Apple’s Mac App Store has thousands
of apps for your Mac OS X desktop or
laptop computer. There is also a
Microsoft App Store available for
Windows 8 and Windows 10 computers.
The Microsoft App Store will be a color-
ful tile on your Start Menu, labeled
“Store.”
Although Microsoft started using apps
in Windows 8, they were a bit difficult

for the average person
to use. With the intro-
duction of Windows 10,
apps can be used quite
easily. Windows 10 apps
have the usual mini-
mize, maximize and
close icons in the upper
right-hand corner. Most
also have easily under-
standable double
arrows to make the
apps full screen and
still allow you to get
back to a smaller
screen easily. If these
navigation icons don’t

show up in an app, you simply move
your cursor to the top of the screen and
they will appear.
Some apps come with Windows 10. You
must be logged in to the computer with
a Microsoft account to be able to down-
load additional apps. If you don’t have a
Microsoft account, you can set one up
quite easily. This is worthwhile because
adding apps to your computer opens up
a whole new world to you.
There are hundreds of thousands of
apps in the Windows App Store. It is
easy to peruse these as they are divided
into categories. Still, it may be over-
whelming, especially if you have not vis-
ited an app store before. So here are a
few ideas.
If you love to follow the news from
traditional sources, there is an app for
you. From CNN to Fox News to USA
Today, ABC and BBC, just about every
news outlet has a free app. Certainly,
they all have websites as well, but this
gives you a viable choice. Usually the
app has a more visual format that you
may like. So check out the website and
compare it to the app to see which one
you like the best.
There are also apps that will aggregate
the news for you. My favorite app in this
category is Flipboard. This is a free app
that lets you choose what type of news
you are most interested in. It then pres-
ents that news from popular news
sources in an excellent magazine style
that lets you flip through the pages
quickly and easily. If you have a touch
screen you can use your finger to flip
through the pages. If you don’t have a
touch screen, you can use your mouse.
If you like to listen to music while you
use your computer, try the iHeart Radio
app. It lets you listen to your favorite
live radio stations, and you can even
pick a song or artist to create your own
commercial-free custom radio station.
With iHeart radio, you can listen to talk
radio, news, sports and music stations
from all over the world.
If you like to check the weather every
day, you will want to go to the Microsoft
Store and download the Weather
Channel app. This app presents fore-
casts, radar maps and weather news live
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Atmore than $4,000 for a set, the SFERRA Giza 45
Luxe sheets won’t fly off the shelves, but that’s not
the point for Opulence of Southern Pines.

The sheets — made in Italy
from Giza 45 Egyptian cotton
— are a statement about the
significance of the business on
North West Broad Street that
Neal and Tanda Jarest have
built since opening almost 20
years ago.
“We’re one of 16 retailers in
the world that are allowed to
have these sheets,” Tanda said.
“Each set is numbered and
comes with a certificate of
authenticity. You get that cus-
tomer that has to have the best.
We have customers like that all
over the country, and it’s
because people come through
Southern Pines and Pinehurst.”
That such a prestigious man-
ufacturer would choose
Opulence for an elite product
speaks to the global success

the Jarests have built. They could be anywhere, but
they took an old service station-turned-restaurant

and converted it into a destination for
the finest luxury bedding and other
high-end goods.
“We’re known for offering the best
products and the best customer serv-
ice,” said Tanda, who went through
management training while working
for Kmart. She was a buyer for
Liberty House in Hawaii and served
as sales manager for a bedding
manufacturer prior to becoming
an entrepreneur.
Besides bedding, Opulence sells
bed linens, towels, down duvets
and pillows, fine lingerie, bam-
boo loungewear, slippers, soaps,
lotions, shaving products, can-
dles, silk florals, personal and
home fragrances, and Duxiana
beds, among other things.
“We have 160 vendors that
provide us with thousands of
products, but we’ve always
stayed very focused on what
we sell,” Neal said. “Our
sales are split evenly
between our store here, our
store in Cameron Village

“I didn’t
ever think
we would
make it. 
We did it
through 

hard
work and
staying

focused.”
Tanda Jarest
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A Florida developer that planned
to build a 1,485-acre resort commu-
nity in Foxfire Village will instead
sell the property next month.
CBRE Auction Services has been
retained by Stonehill Capital Group
to manage the online auction on
Sept. 10.
“The owner of this spectacular
property is a partnership that is dis-
solving, and they decided the most
efficient way to sell this property
on a date certain is by auction,”
Douglas Johnson, managing direc-
tor for CBRE, said in a statement
earlier this month.
The Foxfire Village Council
approved three ordinances con-
cerning the proposed Stonehill
Pines development in 2009 —

annexation of the land, a rezoning
to Planned Unit Development
(PUD), and a development agree-
ment with Stonehill Capital Group.
The PUD allowed for a 250-room
hotel and golf resort that would
have included two golf courses, a
20,000-square-foot spa, a driving
range, clubhouse and amphitheater.
It also allowed 1,050 residential
units, with up to 300 single-family
homes and 300 multi-family homes,
as well as a 14,000-square-foot con-
ference center.
Stonehill Pines LLC bought the
land for $19.7 million, or about
$13,662 per acre, in 2008. Plans
called for a four-phase buildout
over 10 to 15 years at an estimated
cost of more than $1 billion.
Online bidding will start at $4,000
per acre, or a minimum of $5.9 mil-

lion for the entire site. The auction
will be conducted Sept. 10 from 2-4
p.m., and an initial bidding deposit
of $200,000 is required to partici-
pate.
Mayor Pro Tem Leslie Frusco
noted that the Village Council had
passed three “development time-
frame” extensions since 2009.
“We understand the issues with
why it wasn’t developed,” Frusco
said last week. “The economy real-

ly took a downturn right after the
property was acquired by Stonehill.
We’ve all suffered through some
difficult times since then.”
Foxfire Village has about 900 res-
idents, so Frusco said village offi-
cials initially had “high hopes” that
the development would double or
triple the population.
“At the time that the PUD was
passed, we certainly had every
indication that the development
was going forward,” she said.
“Obviously, as a council, we were
disappointed that it has not been
developed.
“At this point, we’re all hoping
that a similar type of development
would take place after the land is
sold. But that remains to be seen.”
Johnson said the site offers a
variety of development opportuni-

ties and layouts.
“It will appeal to resort and recre-
ational developers,” he said, “as
well as companies or individuals
that would like to farm the timber
until the property is developed.”
CBRE is touting the site’s proxim-
ity to Pinewild Country Club and
Pinehurst Resort and Country Club.
“Pinehurst is internationally rec-
ognized as one of the finest destina-
tion golf resorts in the world,” said
Chester Allen, a senior vice presi-
dent in Raleigh. “Its centralized
location near major population cen-
ters and international airports …
provide Pinehurst with a location
advantage over comparable resort
areas.”

Contact Ted M. Natt Jr. at (910)
693-2474 or tnatt@thepilot.com.

Failed Foxfire Village Project To Be Auctioned Off
Online bidding will start at

$4,000 per acre, or a minimum of
$5.9 million for the entire site. The
auction will be conducted Sept. 10
from 2-4 p.m., and an initial bid-
ding deposit of $200,000 is
required to participate.
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Looking for Something Cozy?

At Opulence, Luxury Came the Hard Way

Try the SFERRA Giza 45 Luxe sheets — individually numbered and priced at $4,500

SARA CORCE/The Pilot

Neal and Tanda Jarest’s store in downtown Southern Pines boasts thousands of products from more than 100 vendors.

The Things in Life
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New World of
Desktop Apps
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